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necessary precaution  of acquainting themselves  with
facts of public knowledge in connection with the subject
upon which they professed to be passing the judgment
of specialists.    Thus it was in 1865 that M. Streckeisen-
Moultou  had published from the original autographs
preserved at Neuchatel, the  true  letters of Madame
d'Epinay,   of Rousseau,  of Diderot,  and  of  Grimm,
written  in   1757,  that are  given  differently  in   the
Memoirs and in the  Confessions.1    This  publication
established, once and for ever, that Eousseau has repro-
duced these letters correctly, and that those given in
the Memoirs are forgeries.    In 1883, that is to say,
eighteen   years   after   the   blunder had   become  un-
pardonable in any critic professing an authoritative
opinion upon this subject, MM. Perey and  Maugras
reproduced these forgeries as genuine letters.

In other words, the declarations and affirmations of
these writers about the veracity of the Memoirs did not
possess the authority that would have belonged to them
could one have reconciled with the proofs of their neglect
to acquaint themselves with evidence open to all the
world, their claim to the most exact and conscientious
original researches in connection with unknown auto-
graph documents and unexplored manuscripts in public

collections.

But did the second manuscript of the Memoirs em-
ployed by MM. Perey and Maugras afford any evidence
of an unexplained character to justify the declarations
and affirmations of these writers in connection with their
belief in the veracity of the work ?

Here was the question as it presented itself to me
before my examination of the manuscripts had com-
menced. The careful study I had made of the Corre-
spondence Litt&raire had convinced me that this was the
chief instrument of the Conspirators used in Rousseau's
life-time to injure his fame, not only in France, but
throughout Europe. I had reached the conclusion, too,
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